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is not only the best, but my sole medicine. The relief
I feel seems to come more from a cessation of politics
than of the gout; and I believe if anybody could force
me to take a place of business, I should immediately think
that I felt a pain in my foot or my stomach; for while
I live, I shall never be able to decompound the ideas of
the two disorders, from which I underwent so much three
weeks or a month ago. If you laugh at me, pray let it
be here; I expect no soul on Sunday, and my gate shall
be shut to chance customers. When one remembers an
illness, one recollects too what did one good, and I can
never forget, Madam, the charity and goodness you have
had for me during my confinement. It has all the merit
of good works, being bestowed on the most insignificant
man alive, who has no desert but that of being yours.

1041.   To SIB HOBACE MANN.

Strawberry Hill, Aug. 12,1765.

MR. CONWAY, who came to dine with me here to-day
with the Duke of Richmond, brought me your letter of
the 27th of last month. I was a little disappointed to find
you had not then received my history of the total change
of administration in this country; much more vexed to
hear that you have been suffering with the gout like me.
I am, all the world will tell you, very ill-founded to preach
on that text; but if I read lectures on chastity, and keep
a whore, yet I am not a Methodist, and may therefore with
propriety say, ' For God's sake don't act like a madman/
Dip your feet in cold water to prevent the gout! no, I never
was quite so distracted. If it would prevent it, a la "bonne
heure'y but all it can possibly do is to send it into your
head or stomach, and you out of the world. The only
thing I know of the gout is, that it is the only distemper
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